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FIG. 5. Chart showing relative positions of Chilcott Islet, Home Islands, Booby Island, and Port Essington.

delay but at length a person [Mr G. Levian] was
found who proved fit & willing to go as “mate &
navigator” with the former Skipper and on the
19th of August the “Frolic” sailed.”**

‘In the mean time however the “Heroine” ...
whose master, McKenzie [Martin MacKenzie], a
very clever enterprising little fellow had also ap-
plied, tho’ in vain, for the contract, sailed for Java
and in her passage touched at Chilcott’s Bank
[Islet] a fortnight before the “Frolic”....”*> Mac-
Kenzie took the three remaining Lascars on board,
dug up a chest of silver plate and other valuables
which Chilcott had buried, recovered the mails,
and, as was his habit, planted several coconuts so
that in future, unsuspecting mariners could see the
low-lying islet, before sailing on to Port Essington
where (it is presumed) he lodged a claim for
salvage.'® In fact, MacKenzie was an excellent
navigator and must have derived a great deal of
satisfaction from having shown the bumbling
bureaucrats in Sydney, and particularly
Lieutenant Yule, who had insulted his sen-
sitivities, a thing or two, He now had a double- axe
to grind. Enroute to Port Essington with the men
and goods he had rescued, Heroine struck a rock
in the middle of Endeavour Strait where Yule had
surveyed previously and declared free of dangers.
Now who was the incompetent navigator?

Of course, the Frolic found no one or thing to

rescue when they finally arrived at Chilcott Islet.
Captain Pilfold’s log book explains what took
place:

‘Saturday, 6th September, 1845. - At9:30 A.M.,
sighted the wreck of the Coringa Packet, on Chil-
cottIsland, a sand key, bearing S.W., distant three
leagues. At 10:15 landed on the island (north end),
and saw the place where a tent had been erected,
but no trace of the shipwrecked crew. I then sear-
ched for the mails and property said to have been
buried about ten paces from the tent (no parts of
which were left), but I found a large hole, about
that distance, in which I supposed them to have
been buried; in this hole many pieces of tarpaulinc
were strewed about, which bore the appearance of
having been lately dug up, as did the hole itsclf. 1,
Mr. G. Levien [the mate], and three of my crew,
then searched the island throughout, to see if we
could find any letter, mark, or notice, by or
through what means these men left the island; and
after a fruitless search of near three hours, gave up
all hope of gaining any clue of their destination,
and returned on board. The Coringa Packetis now
lying with her head to the eastward, and by all the
appearances, in which T am bomne out by the
opinion of my crew, the copper has been stripped
off on the starboard side, and the whole of the
rigging, masts, and everything moveable, have
been taken or carried away. There is a derrick
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rigged out of the main hatchway, and the hatches
all off. On the island everything valuable has been
taken away; no part of the raft, spars, or casks, of
any description are remaining - saving a piece of
onc of the lower masts [prebably the one which
was cut away shortly after the wreck] and an old
scuttle butt, a few rags of canvas, and clothing of
the crew.”

Checking at the Raine Island beacon for the
missing survivors, Pilfold found aletter which had
been left by MacKenzic with the confusing news
that Heroine had rescued the mails and goods but
only three Lascars. Frolic then proceeded to
Booby Island where he found Captan Pain’s ac-
count of the rescue of all that remaincd of the
twenty-one on the raft and letters explaining the
others” departure for Port Essington. He then
sailed on to Port Essington where he found wwo
Lascars (one had joined the crew of Herome),
Chilcott’s valuables, and the mail which he sub-
sequently took on to Singapore in accordance with
his charter with the New South Wales Govern-
ment,

Govemor Gipps advised the Secretary of State,
\V.E. Gladstone, in a dispatch dated June 16, 1846,
that he chartered the Frolic for £294/19/11. He had
every reason to believe, he wrote, that the East
India Company directors would gratefully take the
charge upon themselves, and he sent Gladstone the
charter documents and the details of the Frolic’s
services; a letter from the Resident Councillor at
Singapore reporting the Frolfc's arrival; a certifi-
cate that the men and the Frolic’s owners had done
their work satisfactonily; and a declaration by the
treasurer and auditor of New South Wales that the
charter cost the N.S.W. Government £249/19/11.

The East India Company responded that it held
itself accountable for £240 for the hire of the
Frolic and considered that the batance, £54/19/11,
was the value of provisions shipped on board the
Frolic ond intended for the Lascars at the wreck.
But since the provisions were not applied for this
purpnse, but were landed at Port Essington and
retained there, it was clear that the East India
Company was not accountable for them. Earl
Gray, who had become Secretary of State, thought
that the outstanding £54/19/11 migjhl be con-
sidered chargeable to Port Essington.™

SUMMARY DETAILS OF
CORINGA PACKET

Barque
Teak built [probably India, possibly Calcutta,
c.1840-41)

Tonnage - 230
Formerly engaged in Opium Trade
Copper sheathed. apparently iron-fastened,
Captain - F. Biggar Chicott
Sydney Agents - Lyall, Scott & Company
Insurers - Apparently, H.E.1, Co.
Departed Sydney - 26 April 1845 [after a depar-
ture on 14 Apnl aborted due to adverse winds]
Destination - Ceylon and Madras via Torres Strait
Wrecked - 7 May 1845, Chilcott Istet, Coringa
Islets, Coral Sea
Cargo consigned by J.{?] B. Chilcott [was this
miss-print, or did Captain Chilcott have a rela-
tive as a pantner”’]
500 bags flour
30 logs cedar
20 kegs beef
1 case bird skins
3 horses
9 rams
30 sheep
25 1ons coal
Cargo consignad by John Lord
200 bags flour
Cargo consignad by J.C. Lyall
12 cases cigars
Mails consisting of 249 letters for London; 400
Sydney, and 118 foreign letters, and 415
newspapers for Calcutta; 124 letters, and 152
papers for Madras; 66 letters and 102 papers lor
Bombay; 26 letters and 35 papers for Ceylnn; |
letter for Mauritins: and 1 letter for the Cape of
Good Hope
Passengers
Licutenant Blackhall
Ensign Bloomficld
Mr E. Lord [drovwned when the gig over-
turnad]
Mr Henry Van Deerlin [some confusion
here. Francis Stewart, Chief Officer nf
Hydrahad, reported that Chilcott, two pus-
sengers, and a Miss Beech amived al
Booby Island along with eleven of the
ship’s hands??).

GUANO MINING ON CHILCOTT ISLET

1 did not have the opportunity to examine the
entire islel during our December 1991 visit. How-
ever, Dr Charley reported having seen two
prepared blocks of guano on top of the islet near
the middle of the southeastern side. The ANPWS
Coringa-Herald National Nature Reserve: Plan
of Management (p.8) briefly states, 'Relics of
guano mining duning the 1860°s remain on Chil-
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affect the Western Coral Sea, usually between THE SITES
December and April. Although infrequent, tropi- ) o
cal cyclones are the greatest hazard in the region.  TWO separate sites were located and it is con-

sidered highly probable they are both associated

Gales occur infrequently throughout the year, with the same wreck.

Tropical depressions occur usually two or three
times per year. These create conditions similar to  SITE ONE (Chil.01)
cyclones but are less violent.”’ Based upon Chilcott’s description of his course,
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FIG. 7. Plan of Site One.

sequently submitted to the Queensland Forestry
Department for positive identifieation of the tim-
ber speeies to determine where the vessel was
built.

All of the material examined indieated that these
were the remains of the upper bow section of a
reasonable-sized vessel,

There were a number of cant futtocks and top
timbers, a bowsprit, fragments of unidentified
worked timbers, and a few planks, all of which had
been iron-fastened.

Two iron knees (one broken) were located half-
way down the beaehrock and these also appear to
be from the bow seetion as the upper arms are at
an angle, or ‘cant’ to the flat of the lower arms.
The knees were also iron-fastened.

At the water’s edge, below the knees, were
found two large pieces of tumbled east iron, pos-
sibly parts of hawse pipes (through which the
anehor chain passes through the ship’s hull at the
bow), or ehain pipes (through whieh the anehor
chain passes through the deck into the chain locker
below). Other unidentified pieces of iron were
observed lodged in the lower rocks.

Time did not permit preeise recording. How-

ever, general measurements were taken of a few
timbers and everything was photographed in situ
using a photographic scale.

One top timber was recovcred so that it eould be
aceurately recorded for comparison with scantling
tables and as a sample for timber identifieation.

DISCUSSION

It seems reasonably safe to assume that Site Onc
is part of the Coringa Packet, since it was located
where Chilcott said it should be and no other site
was located in the general area,

Initial examination of thc matenal from the site
indicates that it is consistent with what we should
expeet from a vessel of Coringa Packet’s vintage
and size. The reeovered piccc of timber proved to
be Tectona grandis (teak) which is further confir-
mation that the_site is that of the ‘teak built’
Coringa Packet.”

We have no record of another wreek in the
CoringaIslets norin the Tregrosse Reef{/Diamond
Isletcomplex to the southeast from which material
might have floated. This lack of recorded wrecks
is not to be taken as conclusive. Scveral ships of
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FIG. 13. The Calcutta-built Opium Clipper Warerwitch with i exceptionally long bowsprit, jib-boom, and tall,
raked masts allowing a tremendous amount of sail to be set.

the illegal trade or pirates attracted either by the
valuable opium on the outward voyage or the large
amount of specie carried on the return voyage. For
this reason, opium clippers were heavily armed.

A high percentage of opium clippers built in
India were constructed at Calcutta. Phipps>® lists
seven being built there between 1830 and 1839.
Lubbock claims that three were built at Bombay
and a half-dozen at Moulmein. Essentially they
were built to either of two designs. The first was
a copy of a very famous American privateer. The
second was specially designed for the trade by Sir
Robert Seppings, the Surveyor of the Royal Navy.
These were generally barque rigged. Of those built
at Moulmein, only one was to the Seppings design.
The others were copies of fast Mediterranean
“fruit’ schooners.” If Phipps’ or Lubbock’s
figures are anywhere near accurate, it can be seen
that purpose- built opium clippers were a rare
breed indeed.

Itis obvious that Site One does not represent the
primary site of a wreck. Rather, it is a loose trail
of scattered, isolated material. One would expect
a concentration of copper sheathing, ballast, coal,
and other heavy maternial such as spare anchors,
rudder gudgeons, etc. to be evident. Although it

seems that MacKenzie salvaged everything he
could from the wreck, it is predicted that much
more material will be found to the northwest in the
deeper water, (say, 10m), off the back of the deep
reef flat where it was carried by floating portions
of the ship’s hull. Some material, associated with
the bow section, may be found to the southwest
along the southern shore of the islet.

There are three possible scenarios:

1. Both Sites One and Two are part of the same
wreck.

2. Site Two 1s material from a wreck which
floated to Chilcott from elsewhere.

3. Another wreck has occurred on Chilcott reef
further to the south and opposite the Islet in an area
which was not investigated.

However, it would appear that the presence of
Tectona grandis at both sites is too consequential
to ignore and that the first scenario must be the
favoured option.

In the short term, further study of the material
and data already collected may resolve a number
of questions, but much more remains to be learned
from the sites. In the interim, it is important that
these preliminary findings be brought to notice
and I would strongly recommend that future
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